INTRODUCTION

RESULTS
The number of total articles and citable articles in KJU from 2012 to 2014 is presented in Fig. 1 Table   1 . Of the 15 most frequently cited articles, 12 were original research articles and 3 were review articles.
The authors in KJU were from 16 different countries in 2012 and from 21 different countries in 2014. The proportion of original articles that were funded was 0.8% in 2012, 
DISCUSSION
Because the journal metrics f rom KoMCI (Korean Medical Citation Index) and SJR (SCImago Journal & Country Rank) are easily found and interpretable, I did not add those results [1] . Since KJU has not been indexed in the Web of Science through February 2015, it is necessary to analyze the metrics manually calculated from the Web of Science. Over the past 2 years, there has been remarkable progress in the citation indicators. Total citations in 2014 were 1.7 times the number of citations in 2012. The 2013 impact factor, which corresponded to the upper 81.8% of JCR ranking, was a meaningful increase. The increase in the h-index from 8 to 11 over 2 years is also astonishing progress, although the h-index usually increases every year because it is a cumulative value. Interestingly, the publication types of the 15 articles frequently cited equal to or greater than 11 times were original articles (12) and review articles (3). In other journals, the publication type of highly cited articles tends to be review article. For example, of 13 highly cited articles in Diabetes & Metabolism Journal, 10 articles were review articles [2] . Of seven highly cited articles in Clinical and Experimental Reproductive Medicine, five articles were review articles [3] . This discrepancy may arise from the fact that the original articles in KJU focused on emerging fields such as laparoendoscopy.
The increase in the number of countries of the au th ors from 16 to 21 reflects that the KJU is already an internationally well-known journal. The proportion of original articles that were funded increased since 2012. In 2015, there may be at least 40% funded articles among the original ones, because the proportion of funded articles in the January and February issues was 43.8%. It is believed that funded articles have already passed one level of peer review in order to acquire research funds. Also, the amount of the budget may support a better quality of work. It is the editors' task to recruit funded research results as much as possible and review them. The number of countries of the editors increased in 2014 to more than two times the number in 2012. Diversity in editors' countries is believed to contribute to diversity in authors' countries. New scopes in 2014 such as genomics/stem cell, uro-oncology, and robotic surgery will be prominent characteristics of the KJU that will allow it to compete with other international journals.
There was a comparable 2-year follow-up study of journal metrics for the Korean Journal of Internal Medicine from 2011 to 2013 [4, 5] . For that journal, the impact factor increased from 0.623 to 1.252 and the h-index increased from 14 to 15. From these data, it can be seen that a rapid increase in the h-index is difficult as the value increases. The increase in the KJU h-index from 8 to 11 was possible because of an h-index below 10 in 2012.
In Korea, journal metrics are of concern to editors because these are among the important selection criteria for international citation databases [6] . Especially, a new journal title likes to know the journal's position in the journal markets through journal metrics [7] . This remarkable progress in KJU journal metrics has been accelerated since the journal's inclusion in PubMed Central (PMC)/PubMed from April 2010. This inclusion was possible after the change to English language only from the January issue of 2010. The production of PMC extensible markup language (XML), now also called Journal Article Tag Suite (JATS) XML, of an English-language journal is a basic requirement to be a PMC journal [8, 9] . In Korea, the production of JATS XML is possible through several publishing companies or information technology companies. Increased citation usually originates not from open access itself but also from the journal platform [10] . Since PMC/PubMed is the most important platform for medical literature searches, all editors of Korean medical journals published in English tried to add their journals to this platform and succeeded in increasing their journals' impact factors enough to be indexed in the international databases [11, 12] . Furthermore, being indexed in MEDLINE in July 2014 has given the KJU a greater chance of being cited owing to the addition of MeSH (medical subject headings) to KJU articles in PubMed.
The Editor of KJU has immediately and continuously adopted recent information technology introduced for scholarly journals, such as DOI (digital object identifier) [13] , CrossMark, FundRef [14] , QR (quick response) code [15] , ORCID (open researchers and contributors ID) [16] , video clips, mobile web, social networking services, and YouTube. Such efforts are the most powerful tool for disseminating invaluable information in the Internet age beside the journal platform. Introduction of TDM (text and data
